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Witch of the Woodlaitds. 


CRAIG 


Robin's Place of Above, and his amorous Teantafi jolie? 


he is. married. o 3 Wench, with his puifol Lamen- 


tation. ba : 
; 1 be — 7 th. ＋ : 
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I 
tdbe Weilds of Kent, not far from Romney Mah, 
there dwelt an old merty conceitod Coblery 3 
caſſed Robin the Devil, who wfeerigards was. called the 
Wach of the Woodland. 
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1 „ 
his Oobler always took fpecial care to pleaſt by 
*nf0mers, but particularly he would de ſure, if any come - 
ly wenth had any thing. todo, he wovld be ſure topoY » 
through ditch with her work firft of all. 
P — Would be merry in all company, and fog mi } 
ſhop I ke a nightingale. He would caper like a Jack- I 
Nud ing and was not "inferior to Luſty- Lawrence, wt 
got eighteen wenches with · child in one year. 
But as the proverb ſays, The Pitcehr which goes Often 
to the Well, may come home broke at laſt; and {wen 
meat will have lower ſauce. So it fared with Robin cht 
©: Cobles,”for one of the Wenches being ſuddenly brought 
- to-bed witn à fine male child, the damſel's mothe' 
ferved him with a warrant, and made him marry he 
daughter. Then was poor Robin in a peck of trouble, 
and could not tell what to da, ſor though he was a {tort 
follower of Mars, yet he was not made a Vulean til 
that ti me; and now he mult. fad milk, candles, ſoap, 1 
nurſe, &, but a»the, proverb ſays, That one ill chan 
»gentrally! fallowerls another, lo 3t.was with bim / fo 
two other damſels that he had formerly made ufe'of, bs 
gan to made aſe of him, and grought im two childrel 
to keep that were both born id one da; which wha 
| Nba fc fell ĩuto fuch a quandary; that the peopl 
"that beheld him ſaid, he lonked exceedingly priifml of 
the matter, that they thought ia their minds chat! 
would never be good any mote. 


- 


Then began wien tolefuf words and wringiag han 
do bewail his former ſol lies, ſaying. | wilh that my fad 
had never begot me, then I hola not have got {0 mat 
girls with-child, or elſe Þ with ſome haneſt ſow- gel 
„ dad done his office; then hal eſcaped the nriſet 
eam aw certain, to endure? Oh, filly man that Þ am. 

it no ſufficient for me to ſing and dunce, and drink! 

" andmy merry with the girls, but that | muſt over-Tunt 
in de way: now I am ir a worſe caſe than Porn 

| "10h arriot the Lawyer, ot cven the Pinder of Wi 


* 


15 
” White be was making this lamenta(ions a-compurnion: 
ol bis whiſpered him in the ear, and bid him gone, fay- 
ing, Ove light pair of neels is worth two pair of Hands. 


NEXT chapter. 11 - | "To 
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| Robin ma any, and. the —— be found. on 


" the R " 


| oi Cabler as this adviee, N bs 
ade, hun cr raſh n heels to be go 
efolvipg v g to E 


one. 
"there work till, fu 
tinieas bis ehildren were men, aud ae to . 


fg: 
'themſelves,, Apt as he travelled through «ie Wu. 1 


Kent, he 10ſt. *bis way lu the Woodfands, and Hlgbt . 
at hand, and finciing uune to gute him, de Wandered 


and dowh till tet clock in à cold, drr, r night, 


bac 46t laſt, Re heard Et ad. aging Fi 
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comforted at this, he approached the houſe, and rigs 
ping at the door, there 'Tame ot a very old woman, * 
with a diſhelout abqut ber head, and a ſtaff in her band, 
demanding of Robin, wha the wanted 7—0O ceer mother, 

faid he, I am a por traveller, whe have loſt my way, 

and would be 9 20 to give fixpence for g night's lodg- 
ing. Murx, quoth ſh: all the beds ig my houſe are 

not worth &xpence, for! baye,no more than Lie on my- 

ſell.— But if you. arc willing, . you mey lie with me 

Robin beholding and viewing fer body all qver, that ſhe | 


ws long noled, blear· eyed ergok-necked, wry-mouthed, 
and cramped ſhouldered." alfo beetle browed, . tin bell 

ed, bow legged, and ſplay footed, E. then degün to 
frame an excuſe, ſaying, Good mother, I beg you would - | 
coafider that I am a batchelor, and never went to-bed 
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i0 2 woman in my life, Wilt thou ſwear that to be true? 
aid the old woman ?—Yes 1 will, ſays Roger. —Where- 
upon he heard a voice, as from ttc top of the chimney, 
crying three feyeral times, Rabin the Cobler is mine. 
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1 
When he heard theſe words, he (ell into fech a tem- 

blidg condition, his hands ſhoo k, his pulſe beat his he rt | 
went pit-a-pat, his head ached, his noſe dropped, and 
bu belly grumbled/; and alſo certain parce}s of mejtir g 
tears dropped from his breeches:; and then fallin» on his 
xhe2s to the old woman, he'defired her to let him have 
a ledging how ſhe would, or where M: could, Then 
the old woman toox bim in, and wich a remnantof wa. 
ter, which ſhe had kept in a chamber pot for that pur. 
poſe, ſhe waſhed him from the crown of his head to the 
ſole of his foot, and made bim ae white as if he had 
been waſhed in puppy dog welter, and ſo they went lo- 
vingly to- bed together. 0 e ee 7 


has Oo | | i. 
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Sn tn 
Robin wakes in the Morning, and miſſed his Bedfeflows ; 
who ſoon returns with fome Witches The Manner 
of bis Paniſhment, and ether Particulars, - Es 
FTER Robin the Cobler had taken his firſt repoſs - 
be awaked, and turning himfelf; felt for bis bed - | 
| fellow ; but ſhe: was gone, and mh alone, he began 
0 ponder. on his laſt night's odd paſſages, and how to 
make his eſcape before the old hag's return ob 
But as he was ruminating, in came the old woman, 
with tkree of her diſciples, having each of them-a ch 
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Icher hand; crying obt alt at once, They would be r. 
venged on Robin the Cobler for his whorang tricks. 
Theſz Witches could transform them(elves-iato any 
Mape at pleaſure, The old weman brought In a bear 
at her heel, mnother-@ wolf, hwdn cat, and che other 
# large knife. Poor Robin, although the weather was 
dold, and the bed-cioaths but thin, . was-hot- caough, for. 
being in a Rinking fear, he chvered bimſelf over head 
and all, ſave one hole that was an the coverlid, which he. 
2 chrough;. but durſt not Air. The old Wieck put 

er hand mrder the bed, and took out a taber and pipe, 
aud played a tune that laſted till almoſt day, andbe 
time the tabor played the three Witches danced with 
their heels uppermoſt; Mean while Robin lay and bepiſt 
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— himſelf. But as ſoon as the mufick caſed the bear th 
Fan to roa“, aug che wolf to howf for od. The 1 


Dil Witeh aid, Tee in rhe hov the brav wat: 
for your familiars, that they N had bi | day eg 


nen, Ever ſacs Px SEL red the two Wicktd wh 
Chat were bew:ic he 


cd as they £9” th 4 ES 15 re! 
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(tin, 


howdy houſe in Lenden Aud now dude chat * 
er have power over none bat curſers, thieves,'d: . - 
blerss hypocrites bing, N eſs ml LOI 


4 
7 


kinters, let us met the beſt uſe of our me wetany: 
and now you N behold Rang prize I Hays 90 
by chance. 

There was a very met) diſpoſed Coblgr dar Bisher. 4 
whoaljed”to ſwaggtr, ſwear, aug domueer, and Kid, . 
He cated not & fart for all the witches alive; » if he - 
aid hie prayers in the; morning they, add doc er peer 
kim. Bat though be ferved God ia che marnichty ba 

ſerved the. Devil at night : and world {educe Wd Girl, 5 
hy bis diſſembling tongue, and forfweartn Hipiſel g by . 
vw biel means he got Mree maids With chin 1 
making them believe be would marry them onſchef mor- 
row; but at laſt old Mother Webb forced him to marry 
ket daughter, And the ner girls muß him wy ; 
chilgren- to k 

Now as he got them all make hild: n ore We 14 
22; brought him ihe children m one day, 
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ugs he imagined we did not know, but my jmps told 
me. But the archeſt piece of roguery he ever did, was 
., 06-2widdv < vomar in the Iſſe of Thanet ; for he pro- 
miſed her marriage, and made her ſell a little efbetc of 
| twenty four pounds, and faid, If ſhe would lend him the 
money to buy leather, he would marry: her upon the. 
| a Monday following, and wiſkked if hc was not ſo. good as 
[+ " Insword, he might be torn in pieces and bears ; 
_ bot et he did not come back to ne widgw age in. And 
laſt of alh ke q; run away. from his wife and children, and 

> now lies uadgt the. coverl 4. | 
When the ber three Witches heard this diſcovery, 


| f | * they immediately jumped for joy ;-2. d/the three faudlars 
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| med almof ready to tear the witches to pieces for 
| + breakfaſt, Then ſaid bnefoffthem to the reſt, ſince be 
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wiſhed he might be deyourea by. wolves and bears, 4 
ſhall have his wiſh ; and he ſhall preſently becutiatoqu ar 
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ters, and the wolf ſhall kave biz-liver, heart, and lar gs 
for breakfaſt ; the bear his paunch and bowels; and the 
et his private parts to gnaw oh, —No, ſaid the old 
witch, it ſhall not be ſo; for he ſhall not have ſo eaſy a 
death. This pave him ſome comfort, for he had much 
tather live a languiſhing life than to die a ſudden death. 

To be brief, they vrew mote: ontragious, took of the 
bed-cleaths, and made him ſtand up as naked as he was 
born.— The wolf bit bim by the throat, the bear by 
tne bum, and the cat by the members - Now ſaid the 
eld witch, we have marked you for owr:own.-—Thay 
paſſed fentence upon him: — That he ſhould have three 
dars puniſhment for his paſt offences, and after that de 
eaten up alive. The firtt of the three days he was to be 
rans formed into the ſhaye of a Fox, and be cha 

& i TI es 


4 14 5 
morniay unto night on che ſeoond be vgs. to be 2 rf 
ing nag, to carry them uny where; the third he was to 
Be an owl, and fly about all the day long. So having 
agreed, as ſoon as day-!ight appeared they turned our. 


-Robig the Cobler in the ſhape of a Fox; and having 


By YC! 


transformed themſelves into the mbpe of dogs followed. 
cloſe at his heels; and ſo every time they overtos* 


im, they bit him by. the buttocks, and knipt him 
»./ devilihly, fo they 
next: day he was transformed into the ſhape of 3 


bad no mercy in tbeir teeth. Ide 


hoffe, and then the witches got upon dis back, all four 
at once, and rid over hills and mountains, through river: 


and pounds, and which was worſt of all, they rode hin 


through ſuch a number of buſhes, and hriars, that [they 
tore the ſkin from his fleſn, inſomuch tbat bis whering 
blood run ſrom him in great quantities. The third da) 
they made kim an ow! ; who Apjag up and down ien 


2 8 


n - ww 


ved 
dak 
aim 
[he 
fa 
four 
vers 
him 
hey 
ring 
day 
nom 


CD 


: 


WW 


troe to tree at noon day, crying; Wen. whoo, all che 


birds came moſt ſtrangely in Rocks, to ſee an ow! flying 
about at noon day, whereupon, to fulfil. the old proverb, 
they all fell upon him, Ike pies upon an owl ; and to be 
brief they plucked his feathers, broke one of his wings, 
and pecked out one of his eyes This done, the grand 
Witch conſulting with the reſt of the Witches, ſaid Ro- 


bir the Cobſer had done pennante enouh in any one's 
conſcience for all his wenching tricks, and t hereſore 


thought it proper to turn him next into a ſwan. 


[ 16 J 
At laſt they withdrew all theit enchantments and ſpella, 
and then Robin the Cobler ſoon became 4 man again. 
But before they would give him leave to depart, they 
made him kneel down and kifs every one of cheir flethy 
parts, and then by conſent they let him go. 


Robin”; . ia” Londen with — 
on the Read. 4 


OW Aden a t 2 Cilller-way rene from; 
Y the Aebantmente, Kis ſenſes All reſte ed, but 
ic boketl Fire one of Phafoah's jean kine;” his viſage was 
ghaſtly, abd bis mole picked like that of an old folding 
ile wife; gor had he any bapit worth pickingoff à dung: 
hill, omy A old loufyn irt, and a pair of Hipſhees, 
lech one of the old witches had given bim out f | 
meer kindneſs ? but he knew himlelf to bein a far better 3 ; 
ug ing than he was before, When he was rid den by four | 
lic evils at once. Then began poor Roger to rummate, 
w think with himſelf What courſe he had beſt % Take, - 
aud he reſolved once more to bend his jouruey towards 
lie /amous city of London, and try if fortune afferded 
lin any better luck than he bad before ; but ſtill he 
ned to keep upon the road, and never wrelume do go 
«0.;h the Wood! ands any more, for Sar that any of ws , 
Vuches ſlzoulc tee him _ 
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Now as he paſſed along the road, in every village hn 
town where he came. the boys and girls all of them run 
away from him, thinking he was mad, inſomuch, that 
there was not an idle boy or girl in the fireets, but was 
frighted at him. But here comes on the bittcrreff of all; 
for poor Robin having gone on bis journey for the ſpace 
of three days and two nights, without meat, or money to 
buy any; which made him begin to lament his forrowfk,; 
condition inthe following manner; O | unfortunate Top, 
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ber as I am! now lam in a worſe condition than I was 
| before; for when I was a horte, the Witches rode mg 


— 


1 


that neither man nor woman, ill look at me becauſe of 


ben upon bjamblos and eoarſef thifttes; or Ie tho 


1 19 1 


ard put me ts much pain, nevertheleſs they gave me 
ſomething to feed an at night, though it was but bran and 
vater. When 4 was a Fox; though the Witches in the 
ſhape of dogs ran after me, and bit me ſorely by the 
buttocks yet I had ſomething to eat; but now I am 
hunger bitten, which it ten times werfe. When I was 
an owl J was meſt ſhameſully nſed, but now 1 am a 
wondering Rock unto all the folks that ſee me, infomuch 


the poverty of my fleſh, and the diſguiſe of my wretched 
habit, O what a ſad deplorable creature am [.—O that 
pour Robin the Cobler, ks Diogeney mane, cd 


s# 
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winch, feed upon Air. 
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Robia merts an od Blind Begzar. 


1 


OW, hilft de was thus complaining, comes by a 
blind beggar-man, havingl.a very large wallet, 


fall of the fragments.of meat, with good bread and cheers 

that had been given him among his generous bene factor. 

upon which, as ſoon as the other had fixed his eyes 9. 

the old man's wallet, he was extremely glad, and h. 

hewt jumped for Joy, as hoping be ſhould aow Bll bu 
1 
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"© > 1 
WA. 1 ; 
belly once again. And ſo taking courage, he addreſſed 
_ "the old men, being well aſſured he could not ſee him.— 
Dell overnaken, father, how far walk you this way ?— 
Marry, quoth the Beggar, hut to the next village, and 
through the want of a guide, I am, afraid that 1 ſhall 
come very late to my home. Why, ſays the Cobler, L 


wilt lead you atyfelf, far I love old men with all my 
heart. 
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- . vtferly undone for ever, unleſs ſome {vdden he tp 
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Robin lives with z Beggar, who dies and leaves him al 
his Money. Robin goes Home, and what Uſe be 
makes of his good Fortune. : 


8 Robin the Cobler war Teading the blind man, the 
ol gen leman found him extremely diligent, and 
l eircumſpect, and thereupon deſired to know who 
* ke might be, that would undgrvalue himſelf ſo much. as 
lead bim? Then, faid-Robin, 1 
am peviteman born, and that you would ſay, God help 
Ja, 7 les me; but at preſent it has fo hap- 
- pened, that I have got one pengy to help myſelf; be 


e 1 baving been a, valiant, Capler {or the King a. 
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ad by the fad misfortune: of the late civil wars, am dow 
ſpeed u 
comes by Divine Providence. — have kept faſt aW ra 


* 


l „ 23 } 


of twe days and two nights, and not ſo much xs one pr 
morſel of bead has come within my hungry body.-— 
Alas} god bir, faid the beggar,” I lament "your cafe 
very mach: and if you whil be pleaſed to accept of ſach 
kom cheer as [ have, you are heartily Weleume to it: 
and at the next alchoaſe we. come to, I will give yen 
Tome Kquor of the beſt to drive it down ; whereupon the 

wallet was laid on the ground, and the victuals ſpread 


1 out on a green bank, I dare ſay there was no'oceaſion 

: w-force Robin to eat; but When he had filled his belly, 
away they hoth went to the place appoiated, and chere 
lay loving fo that night together. 


The nex* day the beggar took him to his own beuſe, 
wvher: was the grea'et ple ty of very good cloaths, both 
now wollen an, linen, with which che beggar ſuited Robin, 
2Ouy Ne then ſhewed him an od cheſt, in which there wers 
t owhundred and tic pound, all in ready money 


Sat 
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a1 this, faid the beggar, - ſhall be yours when J die is 
vou will but ſtay with me all my life time. Wherenpon 
the Cobler replied, wick hearty good will, fr. 

But to maxe an end of this = in — 7 of time 
"the deggar died, and ks the eltarc became” (he re- 
- Purity 9 | 


s + - 
% R 
# 
| | 1 4 
re 1 | 
\ 4 a * . 
, . | * 8 969 © 
4 " : . . * a 8 * 
1 x 
or 
/ 


